
 

 

TOWNSHIP OF BALDWIN 
 10 Community Park Drive 

Pittsburgh, PA 15234 

 

 

MINUTES of the Regular Meeting of the Township Commissioners 
November 8, 2017 

7:30 p.m. 
 

 
Commissioner Frisoli called the meeting to order at 7:30 pm and asked that the group to stand for the Pledge of 
Allegiance 
 
Roll call found Commissioners Allen, Frisoli, Snyder & Schuler present.  Commissioner Paravati was absent.  Also 
present were Manager Rob Zahorchak, Engineer Glenn Jonnet, Solicitor Tom McDermott, Tax Collector Marilyn 
Wagner, and Police Chief Terry O’Brien.   
 
Remarks from audience:  Bob Wagner (2720 Robertson Avenue) remarked that it might be a good idea to have the 
police department non-emergency phone number forwarded to the cell phone of the on-duty police officer.  This 
way, a resident could contact a police officer without dialing 911 and bring a faster response from our local police 
department.   
 
Chief O’Brien responded that this is not a good idea and would be very harmful to the police response.  The 911 
system works for all types of calls, regardless of the nature of the call.  It is the only number anyone should ever 
dial for a police, fire, or EMS response, regardless of the nature or severity of the situation.  The 911 dispatcher will 
decide how to direct the call once received.  The police department’s non-emergency phone number is to be used 
only for simple administrative questions and overnight parking requests.  Having an officer take a call directly 
would compromise response times and prevent the surrounding police departments from hearing the radio call.  
Surrounding communities rely on radio dispatch to remain aware of what situations are occurring nearby and 
whether they should assist fellow officers.    
 
Mr. McDermott responded that this is completely counter to the very reason 911 was created and could create an 
enormous public safety hazard.  Residents should never hesitate to dial 911 no matter how large or small they 
perceive the problem to be. 
 
Mr. Wagner replied that he heard on the news that the current system is outdated and the facility is being moved 
to the county airport.  Robert Downey (548 Crestline Drive) replied that Allegheny County Dispatch is being moved 
over the next year or so to a newer facility at the Pittsburgh International Airport but it’s not due to any public 
safety concern.  Mr. Downey stated that he used to work for Allegheny County Police and has a good 
understanding of the system.  Every call that comes into dispatch is routed to the appropriate desk and dispatched 
from there.  The system is seamless and ensures resources are routed in the most efficient manner. 
 
Mr. Downey also complemented Commissioner John Paravati on his re-election efforts and the work he did as a 
commissioner. 
 
 
 
 



Committee Reports: 
 
  

1. Administration & Finance – Ms. Frisoli, Chairperson; everything falls into place. 
 

2. Public Safety – Ms. Frisoli, Chairperson; read the monthly report. 
 

3. Public Works – Mrs. Snyder, Chairperson; read the monthly report. 
 

4. Sanitary Sewers & Storm Water Management/MS4 – Mrs. Snyder, Chairperson; referred to Mr. Jonnet 
who reported ongoing efforts to complete the Phase I ACO reporting due December 1.  This report 
includes the results of our Dewalt Drive demonstration lining project and flow monitoring.  Most of our 
sanitary lines are above the “gold line’ standard for inflow; the Newport Drive line is being reviewed due 
to questionable flow monitor data.  Mr. Jonnet will ask ALCOSAN for additional flow monitoring on this 
line.  Continuing to work on MS4/TMDL projects for years 1-5 with emphasis on the detention pond 
retrofit for phosphorus/sediment reduction.  Economic Development South integrated watershed 
management plan is active again due to PWSA funding boost and cooperative agreements are being 
worked on. 

 
5.   Parks & Recreation – Mrs. Snyder, Chair, Ms. Frisoli & Ms. Schuler- Co Chairs;  Halloween parade October 

29, only drew about 30 kids due to poor weather conditions.  Prizes were awarded for best costumes.  
Breakfast with Santa is set for December 9 from 10-noon at the municipal building. 

 
6.   Lights & Transportation – Mr. Paravati Chairperson; not present, nothing to report. 

 
7.   SHACOG – Ms. Schuler - Chairperson; next meeting is November 16. 

 
8.   Fire Company –   Mr. Paravati, Chairperson; not present, nothing to report. 

 
9.   MRTSA – Mr. Allen, Chairperson;   2018 membership drive underway.  Rates are $47/75 for individuals 

and households.  Subscribers receive a discount on CPR classes offered by MRTSA.  Commissioner Schuler 
asked if an individual subscription would cover home visitors.  Mr. Allen and Mr. Downey believed it 
would cover any visitors.   She also confirmed that a subscription will only cover what our insurance would 
pay for, and not the balance between the insurance and the actual price. Both said yes.   

 
MRTSA responded to 22 service calls in Baldwin Township in October.  The annual recognition dinner 
honoring multiple EMT’s was held at St. Clair Country Club on October 26, 2017.  MRTSA received a 
$10,000 grant for radio replacement.  Lastly, Deputy Chief John Moses will attend the January 29, 2018 
pre agenda meeting. 

 
 
 
Treasurer’s Report:  Mrs. Wagner distributed her report to the board. 
 
 
 
Engineer’s Report: Mr. Jonnet had nothing to report. 
 
 
 
Solicitor’s Report:  Mr. McDermott nothing to add to written report but requested an executive session to 
discuss a personnel matter before adjourning. 
 
 
 

  



NEW BUSINESS: 
 

1. Upon motion by Snyder and second by Schuler, 
It was resolved to approve the October 2017 payroll and bill vouchers 239 & 240, and 21577 through 
21667 and EFTPS both inclusive for $ 266,833.86.  

  
2. Upon motion by Schuler and second by Allen, 

It was resolved to approve the Summary Sheet of the October 2017 Secretary’s Reports.   
 

3. Upon motion by Allen and second by Snyder  
It was resolved to approve the October 3, 2017 Board Minutes.    
 

4. Frisoli motioned to enter executive session to discuss a personnel matter, second by Schuler. 
 

5. Frisoli motioned to leave executive session, second by Snyder. 
 

6. The meeting adjourned at 8:10 pm upon motion by Schuler, second Snyder. 

 
 
 

~end of minutes~ 

 
 
Rob Zahorchak 
Township of Baldwin 


