
 

 

TOWNSHIP OF BALDWIN 
 10 Community Park Drive 

Pittsburgh, PA 15234 

 

 

MINUTES of the Regular Meeting of the Township Commissioners 
May 5, 2015 

7:30 p.m. 
 

 

 
Pledge of Allegiance 
 
Roll Call:  Roll call found Commissioners Frisoli, Paravati, Downey, Snyder, & Pellegrino present. Sergeant Marty 
Conroy, Engineer Glenn Jonnet, and Solicitor Tom McDermott were present. Tax Collector Marilyn Wagner was 
absent. 
 
Remarks from audience: Paul Saulvion-528 Glen Shannon remarked the tree stand is still in the woods behind his 
property.  The manager advised the public works department is notifying residents and will remove the stand. 
 
Randy Balzer- 613 Donaldson Drive stated he thinks he has a problem with the curb in front of his driveway which 
is directing water under his driveway.  Mr. Jonnet stated he will investigate the condition of the curb.  It’s possible 
that in a rain event greater than a 2 yr storm, there might be some catch basin overflows and water overtopping 
curbs.  Basins designed in 1950 weren’t engineered for the volume experienced today.   
 
Mr. Balzer then proceeded to question the legitimacy of Ms. Amicarella’s permit to feed stray cats.  He became 
highly irritated at the board’s response when he asked why the township manager is allowed to permit cat feeding.  
Commissioner Downey replied that the manager is just implementing the wishes of the board.   
 
A lengthy discussion ensued, during which Mr. Balzer was told to control himself by Sgt. Conroy.  Mr. Balzer 
claimed he was told to leave the municipal building by the manager for no reason.  Mr. McDermott clarified that 
the situation in which Mr. Balzer was asked to leave the building was witnessed by the chief of police and relayed 
to the board of commissioners. The manager acted appropriately in this situation.  Mr. McDermott continued to 
explain to Mr. Balzer that the board has authorized Ms. Amicarella, as is their option to do so under ordinance 461, 
to run a trap, neuter and release program in the township.  He then read the entire ordinance for the audience’s 
benefit. 
 
Commissioners Downey, Frisoli, and Pellegrino commended Ms. Amicarella’s efforts.  She has neutered and 
relocated over two dozen cats since she started this program January 1, 2015.  She is also serving as a community 
liaison to residents who are struggling with cat issues.  Mr. McDermott reminded the audience that anyone with 
code enforcement matters can report them anonymously to office.   
 
Committee Reports: 
 
  

1. Administration & Finance – Ms. Frisoli Chairperson; everything falls into place. 
 

2. Public Safety – Mr. Downey Chairperson; read the monthly police report.  He also announced an 
executive session being held after the adjournment of the public meeting to discuss Chief O’Brien’s 
extended absence due to injury sustained off the job. 
 

3.   Public Works – Mr. Pellegrino Chairperson; read the monthly DPW report. 



 
4.   Parks & Recreation – Ms. Frisoli & Mrs. Snyder; nothing to report. 

 
5.   Lights & Transportation – Mr. Paravati Chairperson; Nothing to report. 

 
6.   SHACOG – Ms. Frisoli Chairperson; attended annual dinner at The Club at Nevillewood and will attend the 
regular meeting in May at Robinson Township. 

 
7.   Wet Weather – Mrs. Snyder Chairperson;  Mr. Jonnet advised receiving notice in letter dated April 1 
instructing township to either agree to Phase 1 consent order or to submit a CAP plan within 120 days.  Under 
CAP program, a Green Infrastructure or source reduction strategy should be submitted.  3RWW pilot program 
could be submitted under a CAP program.  The feasibility study is sufficient to meet consent order or we can 
go ahead with our CAP program.  A CAP program could include tap-ins and lateral inspections.  Mr. Jonnet 
indicated DEP is not sure how to monitor or enforce a CAP program covering tap-ins.  It’s possible that control 
could be enforced by DEP or township.   
Commissioner Pellegrino recommended we partner with surrounding municipalities if we can make the 
incentives work. 
 
Lastly on WW, Glenn is working on semi-annual reporting and ongoing O&M reporting to Allegheny County.  
Dale and Dave are CCTV’ing sanitary lines for grade 4/5 repairs.   

 
8.   Fire Company –   Mr. Paravati Chairperson; Carnival is 7/27 – 8/1, tickets are on sale.  Those interested in 
volunteering can call the fire department. The Sportsman’s bash was very successful and drew 4,000 
attendees. 

 
9.   MRTSA – Mr. Downey Chairperson; Negotiations with paramedics are ongoing.  Healthcare is a sticking 
point.  Two new ambulances will be on the road in June. 
 
 
Treasurer’s Report: Not in attendance, nothing to report. 
 
Engineer’s Report: working on paving program specs for Newport Drive paving. 
 
Solicitor’s Report: Civil service testing and rules from Mr. Gamble are ready for first draft review.  Also 
updated on Planning Commission meetings regarding Hibbard properties scheduled for May 26.  The solicitor 
asked the board for permission to push the start time of the pre-agenda to 7:30 to accommodate the 6:30pm 
planning commission meeting.  All were in favor. 
 

  
UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 

 
1. UPON MOTION duly made by Pellegrino and seconded by Downey 

RESOLVED to approve the April 2015 payroll and bill vouchers  #206, 18410 – 18535 & EFTPS both inclusive for 
$ 192,851.68 

  
2. UPON MOTION duly made by Downey and seconded by Snyder 

RESOLVED to approve the Summary Sheet of the April 2015 Secretary’s Reports. 
 
3. UPON MOTION duly made by Snyder and seconded by Paravati  

RESOLVED to approve the April 7, 2015 Board Minutes. 
 

4. UPON MOTION duly made by Paravati and seconded by Downey, 
RESOLVED to adjourn the meeting. 
 

~end of minutes~ 
Rob Zahorchak 
Township of Baldwin 


