
 

 

TOWNSHIP OF BALDWIN 
 10 Community Park Drive 

Pittsburgh, PA 15234 

 
 
 

MINUTES of the Pre-Agenda Meeting of the Township Commissioners 
Monday, March 30, 2015 

7:00 p.m. 
 
Roll Call: 
Roll call found commissioners Downey, Frisoli, Pellegrino, Paravati & Snyder present.  Also present were Township 
Manager Rob Zahorchak, Township Engineer Glenn Jonnet, and Solicitor Tom McDermott. 

 
Points of Discussion: 
Commissioner Downey brought up the police department’s use of Baldwin Township email addresses.  He has 
received emails from officers personal email accounts and this is not an acceptable practice.  This practice makes 
the officers email subject to examination and could compromise prosecutions.  Commissioner Downey wants the 
officers to use the township emails provided to them.  The manager will instruct Joe Pellegrino to reactivate 
passwords to police department email accounts.  Once the accounts are active, Downey will notify Terry that 
officers are to use company emails only effective immediately. 
 
Commissioner Downey also brought up civil service testing.  Manager and solicitor will begin process of advertising 
and testing.  Our civil service rules may need updating which solicitor will confirm.  Downey recommends we 
advertise in April and accept applications for three weeks. Use county police academy for the physical agility test. 
Downey also recommended hiring Bill Gamble to consult on the process. 
 
The solicitor briefly explained the hiring process including veteran’s preference. 
 
 
Engineer’s Report:  Reviewed March 27, 2015 letter issued by DEP outlining possible ACO agreement.  The 
Township is looking at a phase I ACO agreement.  Township needs to look at implementing a number of 
administrative issues including green infrastructure, lateral inspections, downspout separation, etc.  An extension 
letter on ACO should follow.  This extension will say we need to meet some level of source reduction through any 
means necessary.   The manager proposed the township create a low interest loan program or other ‘on bill’ 
financing system to help home owners finance their lateral replacement.   
 
ALCOSAN is still working through regionalization of McNeilly line. 
 
Tom and Glenn updated the commissioners on the Hass parcel between Middle and Rolling Rock.  The parcel is 
ideal for storm water sequestration/management.  After a short explanation, the board was in agreement to allow 
the manager, engineer, and solicitor to pursue acquiring the property and look for grant funding for storm water 
management activities on individual properties.  
 
The 2015 road paving program is going to include all of Newport Drive. 
 
Glenn provided an update on the status of all current sub divisions and new construction activities being explored 
on Klein Place.   



 
Glenn and Tom updated the commissioners on the Summit development planned in Mt. Lebanon.  The township 
boundary line intersects with one of the proposed lots and this requires Township planning commission review, 
grading permits, and a storm water management plan.  The developer has indicated they may revise the plan to 
exclude the township portion. 
 
 
Solicitor’s Report: the solicitor gave his report.  A motion was made by Frisoli to enter executive session to discuss 
a personnel matter.   
 
The board left executive session and Commissioner Paravati brought up the reported ‘night club’ existing at the 
Classic Hall Banquet Facility in Perri Plaza.  He was told by Mike Ryland of Amel’s that patrons of the ‘night club’ 
were selling beer out of the trunk of a car and blocking the entrance to the six pack shop.  He was also told that the 
owner of the six pack shop confronted the landlord, Bernadette Perri, the following day about this.  It wasn’t clear 
if any resolution came from this confrontation.  The hall tenant is using the facility as a banquet hall and renting to 
a variety of clients.   
 
Mr. McDermott reminded Commissioner Paravati that this type of speculation is not the role of the Board of 
Commissioners and tenants with landlord/tenant disputes need to resolve them through civil litigation.  Tenants 
with parking concerns should call the police department.  Mr. Paravati replied that he does not want a night club in 
the township.  He also stated that Amel’s has expressed to him that they aren’t going to sign a new lease with Ms. 
Perri if these events are going to continue.  
 
Commissioners Frisoli and Pellegrino stated that these events and disputes have nothing to do with the township.  
Pellegrino stated that Amel’s employees need to call the police if they see activities that look suspicious.  Mr. 
McDermott stated that most banquet facilities, with proper PLCB permits, can allow patrons to bring their own 
liquor.  The manager stated most caterers have liquor licenses that are attached to their bartenders or business 
name and not a physical establishment.  This is a matter for the PA State Police or PLCB to investigate if our police 
department has suspicion of illegal alcohol sales.   
 
Mr. McDermott stated that no one can stop a banquet hall from renting its facilities to paying customers.  This 
establishment has been open for years and run without complaint. 
 
Commissioner Paravati continued to assert that the ‘night club’ proprietor is running a ‘front.’  There is no catering, 
it’s simply a night club. Commissioner Downey asked Mr. Paravati what proof he had and Mr. Paravati could not 
supply any.  Mr. Paravati wanted to know if we can pass an ordinance restricting the hours of operation of certain 
establishments.  Mr. McDermott said no, it’s not legal.  Mr. Paravati is just trying to stop a problem before it 
happens because someone is going to get shot.  He sees what is going on down there and wants to do something 
about it.  Mr. McDermott stated we can regulate, under conditional use, a ‘night club’ but this facility is not a ‘night 
club.’   
 
Commissioner Pellegrino stated that many banquet facilities allow guests to stay after 2am and that bars and other 
social establishments which serve alcohol to patrons are just as dangerous.  This is not something the township 
needs to be involved in.  Commissioner Frisoli told Mr. Paravati to tell Mike Ryland that he needs to call the police 
if he thinks something illegal is happening.  Otherwise, the township cannot be involved. 
 
Mr. McDermott asked Mr. Paravati if he feels this is happening on a regular occurrence.  He replied that it’s not 
happening as much as it was earlier in the year.  Mr. Paravati still insisted that the tenant is subletting the 
establishment to other entities who are having these night club style parties.  Mr. Downey again asked if there was 
any proof of this and none was presented.  Mr. Paravati stated he fears this is bad for the township and it will be 
really bad if Amels leaves. 
 
Mr. McDermott recommended Mr. Paravati steer clear of this and simply instruct Amels to communicate with 
their landlord.  The same goes for parking.  Parking problems need to be handled between the landlord and 
tenant.  Aside from that, it’s possible that the township could explore clarifying the distinction between a banquet 
hall and night club.  The hall is occupied as a banquet facility and can’t operate outside of that classification. 



 
This was the end of the discussion.  Mr. Paravati announced that route 88 would close between McNeilly Road and 
Route 51 for a ‘significant amount of time,’ according to PennDOT. 
 
Manager’s Report: The manager provided his report. 
 
 
The meeting was adjourned through unanimous consent. 
 
 

~End of Minutes~ 
 
 

 
Rob Zahorchak 
Secretary/Manager 
 
 
 
 


