
 

 

TOWNSHIP OF BALDWIN 
 10 Community Park Drive 

Pittsburgh, PA 15234 

 
 
 

MINUTES of the Pre-Agenda Meeting of the Township Commissioners 
Monday, June 27, 2016 

7:00 p.m. 
 
 
 
Roll Call: 
 
Roll call found commissioners Allen, Paravati, Schuler & Snyder present.  Commissioner Frisoli was absent.  Also 
present were township manager Rob Zahorchak, township engineer Glenn Jonnet, and solicitor Tom McDermott 
 
Points of Discussion: 

 
Commissioner Allen reported an inquiry from a resident on Romine Avenue who was disturbed by the noise 
generated from the Facchiano yard along McNeilly Road.  Mr. Allen wanted to know what the noise 
restrictions/ordinance was for noise from trucks being moved or reversed at 3am.  The solicitor noted that 
Facchiano may be exempt from any noise ordinance given their long-established presence on McNeilly Road.  Also, 
our commercial district allows for light industrial activity which is generally excluded from noise restrictions.  
However, he will investigate other options.  The manager informed Mr. Allen that the noise ordinance applies 
between the hours of 9pm and 8am. 
 
Commissioner Paravati stated there are a number of trees overhanging the street and they need to be trimmed.  
The manager replied that there are several instances of trees overhanging public streets currently under ongoing 
code enforcement action.  Commissioner Schuler remarked there are several trees on Dewalt Drive that should be 
trimmed.   
 
Commissioner Paravati stated the trees along Newport and Rolling Rock need to be trimmed back from the street 
and stop sign.  The manager stated that the code officer is seeking enforcement against that property owner to 
have the trees trimmed.  The manager will continue pursuing residents with overhanging trees. 
 
Commissioners Paravati and Schuler want VASCAR lines painted and additional speed enforcement on Dewalt 
Drive.  Commissioner Allen stated they should talk to Chief O’Brien about VASCAR because he believes there isn’t 
sufficient distance to run VASCAR on Dewalt Drive. 

 
Manager’s Report:  
 
-LED street lighting selection: the manager presented a list of possible streets for retrofit.  The program requires 
we choose lights in a contiguous string, not scattered about.  The manager stated that the township will spend 
roughly $26,000 on streetlighting for 2016.  We budgeted $32,000 annually.  After some discussion, the board 
authorized the manager to submit 36 lights for retrofit and see how many Duquesne Light accepts. 



-The manager provided a brief update on the MS4 survey.  120 surveys have been returned out of 857 mailed.  
Data tabulation is ongoing.   
 
-DPW bathroom: the manager presented the board with a request from Dale Jones for $2000 in additional funds to 
complete the bathroom addition.  This request would fund the purchase of additional siding, a new gutter, and 
soffit and fascia work.  The reason for this request was driven largely by an increase in materials cost since 2015.  
Commissioner Snyder responded by saying that although unfortunate, the project must be finished.  Commissioner 
Allen agreed.  The board authorized an additional $2,000 for the completion of the project. 
 
-Additional summer help: the manager explained that both of our summer help will be taking vacation over two 
separate weeks and we could maintain current staffing levels with a third employee.  The extra employee can 
assist with sewer work, mulching, and other tasks and would earn about $2000 in wages.  The board agreed this 
person would be helpful. 
 
-The manager reported that the Pennsylvania Auditor General’s office has concluded their audit of our uniform 
and non-uniform pensions for years 2011-2013 and found all accounts in order. 
 
Solicitor’s Report: the solicitor gave his report. 
 
Engineer’s Report:   
-The coordinated paving with City of Pittsburgh on Ely is not happening as the city already paved the road without 
giving notice.  We may have some spot repairs on Donaldson Drive and Romine Avenue.  Glenn will obtain quotes 
for Donaldson.   
 
-Mr. Donald Sentner of 907 Rolling Rock Road requested exemption from storm water management plan for his 
driveway expansion project.  Mr. Jonnet cannot comfortably grant exemption because we’ve been applying 
ordinance to all other similar projects over the past few years.  Mr. Jonnet stated that Mr. Sentner approached him 
as a stormwater engineer who is well versed in stormwater design.  Mr. Jonnet also stated he was willing to accept 
minimum calculations and sketches, not a fully developed site plan given the project size.  The manager stated that 
in the last two years, the township has received and approved several plans for similar projects.  Mr. Jonnet added 
that it’s in the townships best interest to control all runoff from new construction given ongoing disputes between 
residents and municipalities.  Demonstrating that we control even small amounts of runoff puts us in a better 
position than some municipalities that do not. 
 
-Commissioner Paravati asked Mr. Jonnet about a parking pad being constructed at 723 Newport Drive.  The 
manager advised that he is working with the resident to correct his excavation and maintain erosion and 
sedimentation controls via reseeding of the pad.   
 
-Mr. Jonnet inspected Quality Limousine construction site on McNeilly Road.  He found no erosion and 
sedimentation controls on site.  A verbal notice was given to Marco Tralongo that a silt fence must be installed 
immediately.  Follow up inspections will be done to ensure compliance.  Mr. Tralongo was also reminded of rain 
garden and all controls per site plan approval.  
 
Roof project: Mr. Jonnet, the solicitor and manager discussed the unclear dollar amounts presented to the 
township by the county.  Mr. Jonnet asked if we needed to include minority, disadvantaged, and women owned 
enterprises in the bid.  The manager read the email from the county stating projects between $2,000-$15,000 
would have to include at least one quote from a MDWE.  The solicitor commented that it would be helpful to have 
the guidelines for the program from which this funding is coming so that we could prepare an accurate estimate. 
 
Commissioner Paravati asked about construction work being done at the school as this meeting was taking place.  
Did they file for a permit and what about the noise?  The solicitor reviewed the noise ordinance and stated our 
current ordinance takes effect at 9pm and runs until 8am.  However, some developer’s agreements shift start and 
stop times to 7am-7pm.  Paravati asked if we should revise the ordinance.  The solicitor responded that a revised 
ordinance could apply in the future for transient type construction repairs.  However, it would likely not apply to 
activities in the commercial area since most operations in that area were present before the noise ordinance was 
enacted. 



 
- Mr. Jonnet will attend the upcoming Flow Target Committee meeting in July to establish targets for regulators.  
Also, we will have to determine our demonstration project under the consent decree and decide whether it’s on 
our own, with PWSA, or other partnership.  The solicitor noted that the PWSA partnership may not gain any 
traction.  Mr. Jonnet responded that his assertion is correct, but we may still be able to do a separate 
demonstration project with PWSA as part of the consent decree.  The manager mentioned ALCOSAN’s GROW 
program update Wednesday where a grant program for I&I pilot projects will be announced.  Mr. Jonnet noted 
that the biggest bang for the buck could come from the home, not pipe lining.  There’s a chance we could utilize 
this funding for a portion of our demonstration project cost. 
 
The meeting was adjourned through unanimous consent. 
 
 
 
 

End of minutes 
 
 

Rob Zahorchak 
Township of Baldwin 


