
 

 

TOWNSHIP OF BALDWIN 
 10 Community Park Drive 

Pittsburgh, PA 15234 

 

 

MINUTES of the Regular Meeting of the Township Commissioners 
July 3, 2018 

7:30 p.m. 
 

 
Pledge of Allegiance 
 
Roll call found Commissioners Allen, Downey, Frisoli & Snyder present.  Commissioner Schuler was absent.  
Also present were Manager Rob Zahorchak, Solicitor Tom McDermott, and Engineer Glenn Jonnet and 
Police Chief Terry O’Brien 
 
Remarks from audience:   
Carol Ruoti - 716 Rose Lane- Water issues on May 16 and June 20.  Reports water running down into her 
house from Highview to Rose Lane.  She has spent significant money to protect her property but still 
suffered water damage during rain events on those dates.  She had and eight foot wide concrete pad 
installed at her home to defend property. (Ms. Ruoti distributed photos of water in her yard to the board).  
Mr. Mcdermott explained that DPW had sent letters to remove downspouts and inspections were made.  
The township is currently investigating and will continue enforcing downspout regulations.  He briefly 
summarized the downspout removal and government’s ability to control the location of downspouts.  He 
further explained the definition of storm water as a public nuisance and our authority to regulate 
offending property owners.  We can regulate the enforce fire hosing and concentrating of storm water 
but cannot regulate overland flow, sheeting, or natural flow occurring during heavy or regular rain events.  
We cannot make residents pump or otherwise engineer storm water solutions beyond that.   
 
Ms. Ruoti asked again if we have any authority to make people divert their water around their homes and 
up to the streets so it does not enter their yards like she has to do.  Mr. McDermott said we cannot do 
that and that we are not forcing her to direct her water to the street.  The Township has the power only 
to divert water at a border.  All that being said, the township is willing to explore solutions on a voluntary 
basis to help mitigate water matters.   
 
Resident at 730 Rose Lane commented he has a puddle in his back yard every time it rains heavily.   
 
Anthony Montana- 724 Rose Lane is also receiving water from a downspout above from Highview 
properties. 
Unnamed gentleman asked if there are enough catch basins on Highview and high enough curbs to 
manage water?  Mr. Jonnet responded that our curbs are meant to collect moderate rain, not heavy or 
severe rain.  The curbs would be so high that cars can’t pull in and out of driveways.  Plus, we would be 
concentrating water to another property. 
 



Donna Dowd; 712 Rose Lane presented photos of her yard on May 16 but stated she has water similar to 
these conditions every time it rains.   
 
Mr. McDermott stated the township will be asking for private property access to ensure all downspouts 
are disconnected.  Mr. Jonnet commented we can explore establishing a benchmark for rainfall and the 
associated flooding on properties. 
 
Mr. Downey asked if anyone was getting water from Copperleaf?  No one responded. 
He also stated that the stream on McNeilly was completely out of its banks the last time it rained heavily 
and one can argue that all of the water runs downhill.  Water from Rose Lane ends up on McNeilly in the 
same way that water from Highview ends on Rose Lane. 
 
Mr. Allen stated that we have the most stringent storm water management ordinance in the County.  
We’ve also had an extremely above average amount of precipitation for 2018.  Mr. Jonnet added that we 
make people install rain gardens when they construct sidewalks under our ordinance.   
 
Tom Taylor, 406 Dewalt Drive  asked when we can expect some updates or resolution, after some 
discussion, the manager and board agreed  DPW can likely complete their initial inspections within 90 
days.  The solicitor added that we may need administrative warrants to enter uncooperative properties 
which could extend this timeline. 
 
Committee Reports: 
 
  

1. Administration & Finance – Ms. Frisoli, Chairperson; everything falls into place. 
 

2. Public Safety – Mr. Downey, Chairperson; read the monthly report. 
 

3. Public Works – Mrs. Snyder, Chairperson; read the monthly report. 
 

4. Sanitary Sewers & Storm Water Management/MS4 – Mrs. Snyder, Chairperson;  Mr. Jonnet 
updated on his attendance at recent 3RWW meeting and stream restoration demonstration 
projects. 

 
5.   Parks & Recreation – Mrs. Snyder, Chair, Ms. Frisoli & Ms. Schuler- Co Chairs; nothing to report. 

 
6.   Lights & Transportation – Mr. Downey Chairperson; nothing to report. 

 
7.   SHACOG – Ms. Schuler - Chairperson; Ms. Frisoli attended meeting at Jefferson Hills.  

 
8.   Fire Company –   Ms. Schuler, Chairperson; Ms. Frisoli reminded everyone to turn in carnival 

tickets. 
 

9.   MRTSA – Mr. Allen, Chairperson;   553 transports in service area for May.  The authority is 
starting a pilot program July 16, 2018 with Allegheny Health Network exploring treatment 
without transport in certain situations. Lastly, the PA Senate passed SB 1003 which would 
require insurers to pay all required costs of transport and treatment of a patient.   

 
Treasurer’s Report:  the manager updated the board on tax collections and ability to transfer funds 
between accounts. 



 
Engineer’s Report: nothing to report. 
 
Solicitor’s Report: requested executive session for personnel matters. 

 
  

NEW BUSINESS: 
 

1. Upon motion by Downey and second by Snyder 
Resolved to approve the June 2018 payroll and bill vouchers 22366 through 22441 and EFTPS 
both inclusive for $ 130,868.89.  

 
2. Upon motion by Snyder and second by Allen 

Resolved to approve the Summary Sheet of the June 2018 Secretary’s Reports.   
 

3. Upon motion by Allen and second by Downey 
Resolved to approve the June 5, 2018 Board Minutes.     
 

4. So moved by Downey and Allen to enter executive session. 
 
5. So moved by Downey and Allen to exit executive session. 

 
6. Upon motion by Downey and second by Snyder 

Resolved to adopt the statement of charges and recommended one day suspension of Ofc. Brian 
Holmes related to an incident that occurred on March 2, 2018.  
 

7. Upon motion by Downey and second by Snyder 
Resolved to adopt the statement of charges and recommended two day suspension of Ofc. Brian 
Holmes related to an incident that occurred on March 30, 2018. 
 

8. So moved by Frisoli and Snyder to adjourn the meeting at 9:10 pm. 

 
 
 

~end of minutes~ 
 
 

 
Rob Zahorchak 
Township of Baldwin 


