
 

 

TOWNSHIP OF BALDWIN 
 10 Community Park Drive 

Pittsburgh, PA 15234 

 

 

MINUTES of the Regular Meeting of the Township Commissioners 
January 6, 2015 

7:30 p.m. 
 
Pledge of Allegiance 
 
Roll call found Commissioners Downey, Frisoli, Paravati, Pellegrino & Snyder present.  Township Manager Rob 
Zahorchak, Solicitor Tom McDermott, Tax Collector Marilyn Wagner, and Engineer Glenn Jonnet, were also 
present.   
 
Vacancy appointments: 
 
UPON MOTION duly made by Pellegrino and seconded by Downey, 
IT WAS RESOLVED to appoint John Allen to a four-year term on the planning commission 
 
UPON MOTION duly made by Downey and seconded by Snyder, 
IT WAS RESOLVED to appoint Theresa Frisoli to a one-year term on the vacancy board. 
 
UPON MOTION duly made by Snyder and seconded by Paravati, 
IT WAS RESOLVED to appoint John DelGreco to a three-year term on the zoning board 
 
UPON MOTION duly made by Paravati and seconded by Downey, 
IT WAS RESOLVED to appoint Nick Pellegrino to a five-year term on the Board of Directors of MRTSA. 

 
Remarks from audience: 
 
Pam Amicarella -addressed the commissioners about her cat feeding permit.  Was hoping the commissioners had 
an answer regarding her request.  She restated her program goals and what she hoped to accomplish if granted a 
permit.  She also offered to do community outreach and education for interested citizens.   She has spayed and 
neutered almost 63 cats and removed roughly half of those from the township.  Being allowed to feed the cats is 
vital to her programs success because that’s how she baits them.  Lastly, she is willing provide a report to the 
council on her progress.  All of this is done at her own expense.  Commissioner Frisoli indicated the commissioners 
would make a decision at tonight’s meeting. 
 
Joe Lemmon- 2713 Dippen Avenue-his garbage was not collected until the Monday after Christmas.  He claims he 
called the township building on Monday to report this.  The Manager confirmed that he received a few calls about 
missed collection on December 29 but those missed pickups were reported to Republic Services.  Mrs. Wagner 
confirmed that most of Robertson Ave was not picked up until Monday.  Mr. Downey informed Mr. Lemmon that 
Waste Management did the same thing over Christmas two years ago and left the garbage sit until the following 
weeks’ collection.  Republic came back and did not let the trash sit.  Mr. Pellegrino relayed his conversation with a 
Republic Services representative where he was told that weather conditions on Saturday, January 3, 2015 were too 
severe to operate.  Mr. Pellegrino felt they should collect as soon as the weather improves, even if it’s later in the 
day.  Ms. Frisoli stated she spoke with our route supervisor who informed her they would collect as much as 
possible on Sunday, January 4, 2015 and she confirmed that they did collect that day. 
 
Ray Schmidt- 730 Newport- Parking at Charter School- parking at Charter School is ridiculous.  He wants parking 
lots installed on property.  He drives a school bus and is facing pushback from the police department because his 



bus sometimes blocks the intersection.  He would like something done about the parking situation.  Mr. 
McDermott explained, along with the commissioners, that the school is in the process of completing a parking lot 
improvement project to better handle their traffic problem.  The school has struggled with communicating their 
plan to parents which has resulted in traffic flow problems.  The board has required the school to construct a 
traffic loop to accommodate more traffic on site until their full site plan is realized.   
Mr. Schmidt also stated visitors to the school frequently park in driveways.  Mr. McDermott instructed Mr. Schmidt 
to call the township or the police whenever someone parks in his driveway.  Mr. Schmidt stated he doesn’t believe 
this is the job of the police department.  Mr. Schmidt is also upset about the school’s tax exempt status and 
believes it is unfair that his tax dollars are supporting their operations.  Mr. Pellegrino informed Mr. Schmidt that 
the charter school is only reimbursed for the students who would otherwise attend Baldwin-Whitehall school. 
 
Committee Reports: 
  

1. Administration & Finance – Ms. Frisoli Chairperson; everything falls into place, the board passed the 
2015 budget on December 29, 2014. 
 

2. Public Safety – Mr. Downey Chairperson; read the monthly police report.  Mr. Downey noted the work of 
Chris Fry and Gary Krek who assisted a resident with a medical condition and thanked them for their 
work. 
 

3.   Public Works – Mr. Pellegrino Chairperson; read the monthly DPW report.  Ms. Snyder and Mr. Pellegrino 
complemented Dale and Dave on their work during the recent ice storm on January 3, 2015.   

 
4.   Parks & Recreation – Ms. Frisoli & Mrs. Snyder; nothing to report 

 
5.   Lights & Transportation – Mr. Paravati Chairperson; nothing to report 

 
6.   SHACOG – Ms. Frisoli Chairperson; next meeting January 15 at Mt. Lebanon. 

 
7.   Wet Weather – Mrs. Snyder Chairperson; Mr. Jonnet is working on the semi-annual ALCOSAN waste load 
report. 

 
8.   Fire Company –   Mr. Paravati Chairperson; nothing to report. 

 
9.   MRTSA – Mr. Downey Chairperson; EMT negotiations are ongoing and the board is considering a one-year 
extension until health care costs become more stable. 
 
Treasurer’s Report:  Mrs. Wagner noted that due to recent legislation, all Tax Collectors must now pass a 
background check, pass an exam, earn 6 continuing education units or become disqualified for seeking 
another term, and appoint a Deputy Tax Collector.  She appointed Bob Wagner as Deputy. 
 
Engineer’s Report:  nothing to report 
 
Solicitor’s Report: nothing to report 

  
UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 

 
1. UPON MOTION duly made by Pellegrino and seconded by Downey, 

IT WAS RESOLVED to approve the December 2014 payroll and bill vouchers 202-204, and 18004 - 18104  &  
EFTPS both inclusive for $ 531,640.51   

  
2. UPON MOTION duly made by Downey and seconded by Snyder, 

IT WAS RESOLVED to approve the Summary Sheet of the December 2014 Secretary’s Reports.   
 
3. UPON MOTION duly made by Snyder and seconded by Paravati, 

IT WAS RESOLVED to approve the December 2, 2014 Board Minutes.   
 

4. UPON MOTION duly made by Paravati and seconded by Pellegrino, 
IT WAS RESOLVED to authorize issuance of a 1-year renewable Permit pursuant to Ordinance No. 461, to 
Applicant Pamela Roudebush Amicarella, to operate a feral cat TNR care program, to be conducted at such 



locations specified and otherwise in accordance with Applicant’s Proposal dated 9-23-14, with Permittee to 
provide semi-annual report/update to the Board of Commissioners Consideration of Permit for cat 
population/TNR program. 

 
5. UPON MOTION duly made by Pellegrino and seconded by Downey, 

IT WAS RESOLVED to authorize Manager and Solicitor to execute commitment letter and all other documents 
related to the closing of the 2015 tax anticipation note with S&T Bank in the amount of $200,000.00 and an 
interest rate not to exceed 2.22% tax free. 

 
6. UPON MOTION duly made Downey and seconded by Snyder,  

IT WAS RESOLVED to adopt a resolution establishing the 2015 garbage collection fee at $124 per year, with a 
$5 discount if paid in full by March, 31, 2015, full face amount by August 31, 2015, and subject to a .5% per 
month penalty if not paid in full by August 31, 2015. 

 
UPON MOTION by Pellegrino and seconded by Downey, the board entered executive session to deliberate the 
conditional use application by Unity Auto Sales and FOP contract matters. 

 
The board exited executive session through unanimous consent and resumed the public meeting.  
 
7. UPON MOTION duly made by Downey and second by Pellegrino  

IT WAS RESOLVED to deny without prejudice the application for a conditional use permit by Unity Auto Sales 
on the grounds that the applicant failed to provide the documentation asked for by the board.  Applicant may 
seek approval upon resubmission of their apparent abandoned application with the requested site 
drawing/plan. 
 
The Board of Commissioners would like to note that they took great effort to accommodate this application.  
The public hearing was continued on three separate occasions in the chance the applicant appeared.  The 
Solicitor prepared an approval letter setting forth conditions if the applicant appeared.  The Engineer 
offered (at little or no charge) to prepare a drawing of their lot to act as a plot plan that the applicant could 
lay out their parking lot and boundaries to the satisfaction of the board.   
 
Mr. McDermott explained that during previous public meetings the applicant has been asked, dating back to 
the October 27, 2014 planning commission hearing, to produce simple documentation showing where their 
cars would be stored, parking spaces, display spaces, ingress and egress points, and setbacks from road.  
After the November 5, 2014 public hearing the record was kept open so that applicant could submit 
requested documentation and obtain approval.  Applicant did not appear at 5 Nov 2014 hearing and did not 
respond to multiple phone calls/emails made by Township Manager.  Repeated attempts to contact 
applicant have gone unanswered to present.  Manager explained in his communications that failing to 
respond would result in the board considering application being considered abandoned. 
 
Mr. McDermott further stated that he was given permission by the Board of Commissioners to draft a 
conditional approval decision document granting occupancy contingent on applicant submitting requested 
drawing to the engineer in the chance the applicant did appear at December public hearing.  A draft 
decision document was produced and submitted to the manager.  Mr. McDermott elaborated that the 
board could release this document, thereby approving the conditional use application, if the board was 
satisfied with the applicant’s submittals.  However, this did not happen because the applicant never 
appeared at any of the subsequent public meetings and failed to produce the requested drawings. 

 
8. UPON MOTION by Pellegrino and seconded by Downey 

RESOLVED TO authorize Township negotiation team to transmit a clean copy of the memo presented by the 
solicitor summarizing the negotiation points, and to authorize conclusion of agreement with FOP if FOP and 
union representatives are favorable to terms presented in memo. 

 
Meeting Adjourned upon motion duly made by Downey and seconded by Pellegrino 

 
~end of minutes~ 

 
Rob Zahorchak 
Secretary/Manager 
Township of Baldwin 


