
 

 

TOWNSHIP OF BALDWIN 
 10 Community Park Drive 

Pittsburgh, PA 15234 

 
 
 

MINUTES of the Pre-Agenda Meeting of the Township Commissioners 
Monday, February 22, 2016 

7:00 p.m. 
 
 
 
Roll Call: 
Roll call found commissioners Allen, Frisoli, Paravati, Schuler & Snyder present.  Also present were township 
manager Rob Zahorchak, township engineer Glenn Jonnet, and solicitor Tom McDermott. 

 
Public comment: Nick and Mrs. Pacitti- 542 Haverhill Road; came to express concern and displeasure over the 
charter schools installation of a fence that blocks the path running from the cull de sac on Haverhill to the Rolling 
Hills Field and Newport Drive.    Ms. Pacitti stated the path has been blocked by the school and feels the school 
does not give anything back to the community.  She earns a living as a dog walker and cannot walk her dogs 
because of the fence.  She is concerned the school is buying the field.  Lots of residents and non-residents use the 
field for dog activities.   
 
Mr. McDermott asked how the Pacitti’s heard about the school buying the field.  They responded that the 
neighbors down the street told her.  He continued that the path is on the schools property and is in the process of 
securing their property with fencing to protect their kids.  That path cuts through the school’s private property. 
 
Mr. McDermott continued that school was built in the 1960’s and functioned as such until the 80’s when a nursing 
home took over.  The field was deeded to the township as a public space/park.  It must remain as such in 
perpetuity.  The school has been performing required parking lot renovations to accommodate their increased 
enrollment/school bus circulation/parking.  The township is currently working with the school to remedy some 
property line issues that have arisen out of their new construction.  We are aware that the new chain link fence 
extends onto the township’s property.   
 
Mr McDermott: The township is also talking with the school about some sort of long-term use agreement for the 
field with the school.  This has been an issue this board and prior boards have been pursuing since they moved into 
the building.  Currently, there is NO agreement in place but the school has expressed interested in an 
arrangement/cost sharing for development.   
 
Mr. McDermott: Any improvement at the field would require public input and should only result in an 
improvement of the present conditions.   
 
Ms. Pacitti:  blocking the path really isolated that part of the street.   
Mr. McDermott: We are going to work with the school to secure a future path through the site.  Keep in mind, 
what they did is their right as they own that property, but it doesn’t mean we can’t install a new path or negotiate 
with the property owner for a new route. 
 



Ms. Pacitti asked if the township could notify her of future hearings related to the school, field or path. The 
manager took her info and she will be notified, as would all residents as is required under public meeting 
advertising rules. 
 
Points of Discussion: 
 

• The manager informed the board that Allegheny County Economic Development requested the township 
submit a revised application for funds related to the upper entryway roof project.  After a brief discussion, 
Commissioners Frisoli, Paravati, and Snyder remarked that they are not in favor of the project and want to talk 
to Allegheny County Councilman John Palmiere about this project.  Commissioner Frisoli would contact Mr. 
Palmiere. 

• The manager presented several website redesign options to the board.  All were in favor of redesigning but 
wanted a quote from Mr. Joe Pellegrino before proceeding.  Manager will get pricing. 

• The manager informed the board that CONNECT wanted to know our delegates from 2016.  Commissioners 
Frisoli and Snyder volunteered and there we no objections from other members.  The manager will inform 
CONNECT. 

• Commissioner Frisoli motioned to authorize the solicitor and manager to search for new code enforcement 
companies due to current dissatisfaction with BIU.  Seconded by Paravati. 

• Commissioners Frisoli motioned to appoint the manager, Rob Zahorchak, to deputy code officer.  Seconded by 
Allen. 

• Commissioner Frisoli motioned to appoint the manager, Rob Zahorchak, the zoning officer.  Seconded by 
Snyder. 

 
 

Manager’s Report: The manager’s report was covered in the points of discussion.  No new topics were introduced. 
 
Solicitor’s Report: The solicitor gave his report. 
 
Engineer’s Report:  Russell Standard finally submitted mix designs for review.  Upon review, Mr. Jonnet indicated 
Russell Standard satisfied all requirements of their contract and the township could proceed with payment if so 
inclined. 
Mr. Jonnet is attending an MS4 workshop meeting in Greentree on February 25 regarding pending DEP 
inspections.  He is also attending the March 8 meeting with Economic Development South and PWSA on joint 
TMDL strategy. 
Mr. Jonnet also confirmed that the tree branch that fell on the fence belonging to the Charter School belonged to a 
tree on our property.   
Lastly, Mr. Jonnet informed the board of ground water drainage on Pearce Road and Dewalt Drive.  This is located 
around 400 Pearce Road.  The run off could be caused by springs, high groundwater levels, and excessive yard 
slope.  The home at 400 Pearce has a significant volume of water draining onto Pearce.  He will consult public 
works on a solution but this might be an opportunity for a TMDL project, rain garden, or storm water project. 
 
There being no further discussion, Commissioner Frisoli motioned to adjourn, seconded by Schuler. 
 
 
 
 
 

~end of minutes~ 
 
 
Rob Zahorchak 
Township of Baldwin 


