
 

 

TOWNSHIP OF BALDWIN 
 10 Community Park Drive 

Pittsburgh, PA 15234 

 

 

MINUTES of the Regular Meeting of the Township Commissioners 
February 2, 2016 

7:30 p.m. 
 

 
Pledge of Allegiance 
 
Roll call found Commissioners Frisoli, Paravati, Schuler, Allen & Snyder present.  Police Chief Terry O’Brien, 
Manager Rob Zahorchak, Engineer Glenn Jonnet, Tax Collector Marilyn Wagner, and Solicitor Tom McDermott 
were present.   
 
Remarks from audience: 
 
Joe Lemmon; 2714 Dippen Avenue- asked the board and manager if anyone had looked into his request for 
military banners in the township?  The manager replied that he has the contact information for the individual who 
makes Castle Shannon’s banners but has not yet contacted the individual. 
 
Giuliana Michelangelo; 2234 Dippen Avenue- questioned when the township would be removing the storm water 
outfall from his property?  Mr. McDermott informed Mr. Michelangelo that the pipe was placed within a utility 
easement on a paper street when the subdivision was recorded. The pipe is not on his property.  Mr. Jonnet asked 
if a permit was sought for the shed that is on top of the outfall?  Mr. Michelangelo did not answer. 
 
Mr. McDermott advised that the township is responsible for restoring any damage to private property created by 
the maintenance or operation of a storm water structure.  The Township’s position is that this pipe is placed in a 
paper street and it is also within a utility easement.  The Township is under no obligation to remove the pipe from 
its current location.  It is allowed to be there since it was established when the lots were subdivided.  The pipe is 
the township’s responsibility and if it breaks, we are responsible to fix it.  Mr. Michelangelo does not trust the 
township and he does not believe we will fix it.  He demanded the township state it is responsible for the pipe, and 
that in fact, the township owns the pipe, and that   Mr. Jonnet and Mr. McDermott reiterated the pipe is entirely 
the township’s responsibility and property.  Mr. Jonnet stated multiple times that a shed was constructed on top 
of the pipe and is not our responsibility and it will have to be removed to access our pipe.  Mr. Michelangelo 
acknowledged this and did not object to having the shed removed. 
 
Mr. Michelangelo also brought up the unkempt state of 2204 Dippen Avenue.  The manager will refer this to code 
enforcement. 
 
Michael Leonard- 884 Edgewood Avenue- just wanted to attend the public meeting. 
 
Pamela Amicarella presented her semi-annual updates to the previously authorized Feline Trap, Neuter, and 
Release program to the board.  Her numbers show substantial progress in reducing the feline population on 
Donaldson Drive.  She claimed a tipping point has been reached and, if managed, the population decline should 
continue.  She asked the board if they would be agreeable to hosting a feline deterrent educational session at the 
township building.  Ideally, the event would happen in early spring before the height of kitten season.   Could it be 
advertised in the newsletter?   
 



Commissioner Snyder motioned, seconded by Schuler, to re-authorize Ms. Amicarella’s TNR program and to 
coordinate a feline deterrent session, to be held at the township building, with the manager. 
 
Committee Reports: 
  

1. Administration & Finance – Ms. Frisoli, Chairperson; everything falls into place. 
 

2. Public Safety – Ms. Frisoli, Chairperson; read the monthly report. 
 

3. Public Works – Mrs. Snyder, Chairperson; read the monthly report. 
 

4. Sanitary Sewers & Storm Water Management – Mrs. Snyder, Chairperson; Glenn commented he still 
awaits comments on the on MS4 report.  The semi- annual wasteload report is due this week to ACHD.  
Phase 1 ACO reporting continues. 

 
5.   Parks & Recreation – Mrs. Snyder, Chair, Ms. Frisoli & Ms. Schuler- Co chairs; the newsletter will be 

released in March.  The community picnic is set for June 18, from noon -4pm in Armstrong Park. The 
Halloween Parade is October 29 from 2-3 pm and Trick or Treat is October 31 from 6-8pm.  The township 
is bringing back Breakfast with Santa at the township building.  Details forthcoming but the event is 
scheduled for Saturday, December 3, 2016. 

 
6.   Lights & Transportation – Mr. Paravati Chairperson; nothing to report. 

 
7.   SHACOG – Ms. Frisoli & Ms. Schuler - Co-chairs; next meeting February 17 at Scott Township. 

 
8.   Fire Company –   Mr. Paravati, Chairperson; announced two events: Purse bash on Sunday, April 10, 2016.  

Mega cash base Saturday, June 4, 2016. 
 

9.   MRTSA – Mr. Allen, Chairperson; the RFP for new legal representation is getting good traction with 14 
responses.  The board promoted a part time EMT to full time. Lastly, 2015 operating expenses were about 
$150k below expectations. 

 
Treasurer’s Report: nothing to report. 
 
Engineer’s Report: nothing to report. 
 
Solicitor’s Report: nothing to report. 

  
UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 
 
1. UPON MOTION duly made by Paravati and seconded by Snyder, 

RESOLVED to approve the January 2016 payroll and bill vouchers, # 214, 19363 - 19460 & EFTPS both inclusive 
for $ 199,130.66.  

  
2. UPON MOTION duly made by Schuler and seconded by Snyder, 

RESOLVED to approve the Summary Sheet of the January 2016 Secretary’s Reports. Schuler, Snyder. 
 
3. UPON MOTION duly made by Snyder and seconded by Paravati, 

RESOLVED to approve the January 5, 2016 Board Minutes.  
 
4. UPON MOTION duly made by Paravati and seconded by Allen, 

RESOLVED to adjourn. 
     ~end of minutes~ 
   
Rob Zahorchak 
Township of Baldwin 


