
 

 

TOWNSHIP OF BALDWIN 
 10 Community Park Drive 

Pittsburgh, PA 15234 

 
 
 

MINUTES of the Pre-Agenda Meeting of the Township Commissioners 
Monday, December 28, 2015 

7:00 p.m. 
 
 
A public hearing was convened at 7pm for public comment and participation regarding the township’s TMDL (Total 
maximum daily load) strategy under the PA DEP’s MS4 permitting requirements.   
 

The scheduled pre agenda meeting of the township commissioners commenced at 7:30 pm, following the close of 
the public hearing. 

 
Roll Call: 
 
Roll call found Commissioners Frisoli, Paravati, Downey, Pellegrino & Snyder present.  Township manager Rob 
Zahorchak, solicitor Tom McDermott and engineer Glenn Jonnet were also present. 
 
Points of Discussion: 
 
The manager’s report consisted of the following agenda items: 
 

• Consideration of Pamela Amicarella’s volunteer trap, neuter, release program for cat population 
management.  After a brief discussion, all commissioners were in favor of giving a contribution towards 
her animal control activities.  The manager will talk to Ms. Amicarella and find out if there are any 
agencies or stores she shops at.  Commissioner Downey motioned to authorize up to $500 for supplies or 
donation to an organization which performs her spay/neuter services.  Seconded by Snyder. 
 

• The manager was instructed to obtain an invoice from Joe Pellegrino so that he can be compensated for 
his time spent maintaining the township’s website.  
 

• The manager presented the his draft letter addressed to Allegheny County Public Works and Allegheny 
County Council regarding winter maintenance on McNeilly Road for review by the board. 
 
Commissioner Pellegrino stated we should imply our intent to close the road when our chief feels it’s a 
public safety hazard.  Mr. McDermott elaborated that the township reserves its powers to close the road 
in the event of an emergency. 
 
Mr. McDermott recommended we include that we are happy to perform these services at an agreed 
reimbursement rate.  Any suggestion that we go and get materials and do it ourselves has not been taken 
kindly by this board.  In the meantime, we reserve the right to close the road in the existence of an 
emergency at our discretion.  
 

• Commissioner Downey, seconded by Pellegrino, motioned to authorize the purchase of the RovverX 
Sewer Camera outright at the price indicated ($80,230.00)  on the proposal from A&H equipment dated 
December 7, 2015, with funds from the township’s sewer fund.  



 
Commissioner Downey remarked that the township should release Castle Shannon Borough from all 
liability of the old camera.  Also, this new camera is to be used only by Dale Jones or Dave Bowers, or any 
other Baldwin Township employee, for the inspection of our sewer and storm lines only.  DPW employees 
should be instructed by the manager that sharing this camera with any other DPW department without 
the board’s permission is forbidden.  The rest of the board agreed with Commissioner Downey’s 
comments.   

 
Unfinished business: 
Motion to adopt 2016 budget and respective departmental fund budgets via ordinance as presented:   
 Downey- Yes   Snyder - Yes 

Frisoli-  Yes   Paravati - Yes 
Pellegrino - Yes 

Motion passed unanimously. 
 
Motion to set via ordinance the 2016 millage rate at 7.8 mills via ordinance: 

Downey- Yes   Snyder - Yes 
Frisoli- Yes   Paravati - Yes 
Pellegrino - Yes  

Motion passed unanimously. 
 
Solicitor’s Report: The solicitor reported to the board the results of the negotiations with Russell Standard 
regarding the 2015 road paving program.   
 
Upon hearing that the rest of the board was satisfied with the terms, Commissioner Pellegrino motioned to 
authorize payment of the final Russell Invoice for the 2015 Road Rehabilitation Project, in the amount of 
84,210.73, conditioned upon (a) the Township Engineer’s confirmation of receipt of the Contractor’s PennDOT Mix 
Design Certification; and (b) the Township Solicitor’s receipt of written verification from Contractor that the 
extended 3-year Maintenance Bond Term shall have a commencement date of December 2, 2015 (the final 
Completion date), and that the initial 3-year Term may be extended to a 4th year at the Township’s option in the 
event that any covered defect manifests itself within the initial 3-year maintenance bond term. The motion was 
seconded by Downey. 
 
Engineer’s Report:  A motion was made by Downey and seconded by Pellegrino to authorize the engineer to 
submit the 2015 TMDL Strategy Report to the PA DEP and other required agencies.  Mr. Jonnet had nothing further 
to report. 
 
Commissioner Frisoli thanked commissioners Downey and Pellegrino for their service. 
Mr. McDermott and Mr. Jonnet thanked Mr. Downey and Mr. Pellegrino for their respective expertise on both 
healthcare and police issues.  Ms. Frisoli thanked Mr. McDermott, Mr. Jonnet, and Mr. Zahorchak for their hard 
work and the accomplishments achieved under their leadership.   
 
Mr. Pellegrino stated that it was a pleasure working with everyone. 
Mr. Downey also stated it was a pleasure working with everyone and noted the lack of political agendas amongst 
this board.  Everyone is concerned about this community and nothing more.   
 
An executive session was called for by Mr. Paravati and seconded by Frisoli to discuss a personnel matter.   
 
Upon leaving executive session, the meeting was adjourned via unanimous consent. 
 

~end of minutes~ 
 
 
Rob Zahorchak 
Township of Baldwin 


