
 

 

TOWNSHIP OF BALDWIN 
 10 Community Park Drive 

Pittsburgh, PA 15234 

 

 

MINUTES of the Regular Meeting of the Township Commissioners 
August 4, 2015 

7:30 p.m. 
 

 

 
Pledge of Allegiance 

 
Roll call found Commissioners Frisoli, Paravati, Downey & Snyder present.  Commissioner Pellegrino was absent.   
Police Chief Terry O’Brien, Manager Rob Zahorchak, Engineer Glenn Jonnet, and Solicitor Tom McDermott were 
present.  Tax Collector Marilyn Wagner was absent.   

 
Remarks from audience: 
Anjay Su (500 Crestline Drive) – approached the board about recycling in township. He stated he first spoke to 
board about bringing recycling to the township eight years ago and nothing has changed.  He wants to set an 
example for his son.  His son, Brandon presented on the Great Pacific Garbage Patch- an island of plastic waste the 
size of Texas.  His son stated that since dad first approached the board eight years ago, the township has landfilled 
instead of recycled 320,000 pounds of plastic according to his research.  He urged the board to consider recycling.  
He believes it’s an issue of community pride and being stuck without a basic service enjoyed by many communities 
hurts our image. 
 
Kerri Bender (540 Highview Road)-spoke to the influx of a younger generation of families moving into the town.  
She wants the board to consider implementing either curbside collection or drop off bins.  She referenced a list of 
recycling centers in the City of Pittsburgh which is highly inconvenient for residents but are their only options. 
 
Kerri questioned whether an offset (pay as you throw) plan could be cost effective.  She proposed a citizen survey 
to see whether residents want recycling.  This idea was echoed by Anjay Su. 
 
There was some discussion about what is more cost effective- a curbside pickup or dumpster system.   
 
Commissioner Downey stated that the board would consult their waste hauler to see what, if any, services could 
be added but stressed this is going to cost more money.  Mr. Downey added that most residents in the community 
are elderly and on a fixed income.  The board has to be sensitive to the residents ability to pay.  Recycling services 
would increase the refuse removal cost by 50%.  Someone, either the township or residents, would have to absorb 
that increase. 
 
Alison and Eddie Gremba  (621 Donaldson Drive) Also expressed their frustration at the lack of recycling drop off 
locations and also strongly desire recycling services in the community.   
However, their primary reason for attending the meeting was because they were told by the building inspector to 
remove the four chickens that they keep on their property.  They provide the eggs to their neighbors and the 
children on their street enjoy playing with them.  They provided the photos of their coupe’ to the board.   
 



Mr. McDermott clarified the animal ordinance to explain how the word ‘dwelling’ in the ordinance presently 
requires the chickens to sit no less than 25’ away from a property line or dwelling. 
 
Mr. Downey assured the residents that the board would closely examine the ordinance and make a determination 
on the application of the ordinance. 

 
Committee Reports: 
  

1. Administration & Finance – Ms. Frisoli Chairperson; everything falls into place    
 

2. Public Safety – Mr. Downey Chairperson; read the monthly police report. 
 

3. Public Works – Mr. Pellegrino Chairperson; Nick was absent, Eileen read the report. 
 

4. Parks & Recreation – Ms. Frisoli & Mrs. Snyder; Halloween parade date will be set next month. 
 

5.   Lights & Transportation – Mr. Paravati Chairperson; announced the installation of LED lights on Pearce 
Road. 

 
6.   SHACOG – Ms. Frisoli Chairperson; Attending the August 20 meeting at Pleasant Hills. 

 
7.   Wet Weather – Mrs. Snyder Chairperson. Draft copy of SSO/CSO is available for review, adoption deadline 
is September 30, 2015.  Until the SSO/CSO plan is adopted we will utilize the interim corrective action plan.  
Under the CAP, a trade-off system is in place which states that for any new tap-ins issued by the township, the 
township must take efforts to reduce system infiltration. 
 
Glenn advised the board of our receipt of a drawing for a bioswale in Armstrong Park prepared by a landscape 
architecture intern at Penn State under the direction of Economic Development South.  This plan was 
generously donated to the township and its construction would cost $30,000-$40,000. 

 
8.   Fire Company –   Mr. Paravati Chairperson; CSVFD carnival winners announced.   

 
9.   MRTSA – Mr. Downey Chairperson; Mr. Downey announced the receipt of a $19,000 grant to purchase a 
rescue simulator manikin.  The device is very lifelike and simulates heart attack, breathing distress, and other 
serious conditions.  EMT’s will be able to train on this device. 
 
Chief O’Brien announced the BTPD is now carrying Narcan in their vehicles and all officers are trained in its 
administration.  Narcan is the antidote to an opioid overdose. 
 
Treasurer’s Report:  Mrs. Wagner was absent and did not provide a report. 
 
Engineer’s Report:  Mr. Jonnet announced all documents from Russell Standard were received in order and 
ready for signatures.  The tentative paving schedule will run August 20-22.  The manager will execute the 
contract and return to Russell Standard. 
 
Mr. Downey questioned if the Charter School was going to synchronize their site work with the paving 
schedule.  Mr. McDermott and Mr. Jonnet advised that we are working to coordinate with the school’s 
contractor. 

 
Solicitor’s Report:  Mr. McDermott advised the updates on civil service rules are ready to go and that there 
will be a Civil Service Commission meeting on August 24 to review rules with CSC members.  Mr. McDermott 
asked the board to consider authorizing him to prepare the advertisement for the civil service testing under 
the soon to be in place rules at a time and place determined by the consultant.  So moved by Downey, 
seconded by Snyder. 

 



  
UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 

 
1. UPON MOTION duly made by Downey and seconded by Snyder  

RESOLVED to approve the July 2015 payroll and bill vouchers #208, 18746 - 18854 & EFTPS both inclusive for  
$ 186,058.19.   

  
2. UPON MOTION duly made by Snyder and seconded by Paravati, 

RESOLVED to approve the Summary Sheet of the July 2015 Secretary’s Reports.  
 
3. UPON MOTION duly made by Paravati and seconded by Downey,  

RESOLVED to approve the July 7, 2015 Board Minutes.   
 
4. UPON MOTION duly made by Downey and seconded by Snyder  

RESOLVED to adjourn. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Rob Zahorchak 
Township of Baldwin 


