
 

 

TOWNSHIP OF BALDWIN 
 10 Community Park Drive 

Pittsburgh, PA 15234 

 
 
 

Pre-Agenda Meeting of the Township Commissioners 
Monday, August 29, 2016 

7:00 p.m. 
 
 
 
Roll Call: 
 
Roll call found commissioners Allen, Frisoli, Paravati, Schuler & Snyder present.  Also present were township 
manager Rob Zahorchak, township engineer Glenn Jonnet, and solicitor Tom McDermott. 
 
Points of Discussion: 
 
None. 

 
 

Manager’s Report:  
The manager presented the 2017 MMO to the board and explained that our state aid should entirely cover our 
2017 pension liability.  Commissioner Frisoli signed the MMO as presented. 
 
Commissioner Frisoli motioned to authorize the manager to establish a Sinking Fund for the purpose of paying off 
the 2016 tax anticipation note.  Commissioner Paravati seconded and the motion carried unanimously. 
 
The manager informed the board that Dale Jones recently completed 40 years of service to the township and 
asked they consider a modest gift for his dedication.  The board authorized the manager to purchase a $300 gift 
card to Lowes or Home Depot for Dale.  Ms. Frisoli will pick up a card. 
 
The manager reviewed the issues with the recycling dumpster and its misuse by some residents who are 
excessively dumping debris in front of and beside the bin and blocking access.  He also reported the sign had been 
defaced by someone dumping recycling.  After some discussion, the board authorized a second pick up each week 
for $50 per month and instructed the manager to get a new sign explaining how to use the dumpster.   A blurb on 
proper dumpster etiquette should be placed in the newsletter. 
 
 
Solicitor’s Report: Tom gave his report. 
 
 
Engineer’s Report:  Mr Jonnet reported that he attended ALCOSAN regionalization meeting where he reviewed 
sanitary sewer lines for takeover.  ALCOSAN is only taking anything greater than 12” and not 8” at this time.  This 
includes the McNeilly line.  The Dorchester line is in question and the Dorchester chamber is not being taken at this 
time.  ALCOSAN wants the township to meet with PWSA to decide ownership.  Glenn is working to set a meeting 
with James Stitt of PWSA and Mt. Lebanon to see why this isn’t being submitted.  All other multi-municipal lines 



we submitted are not being taken at this time.  These include 8” lines shared with Castle Shannon.  The 8” lines 
may be considered at a later time after further negotiation. 
 
-Still discussing bidders for Donaldson repairs and will have update soon. 
 
-Received storm water plan for 723 Newport Drive.  He will review and issue a decision shortly.  Mr. Paravati 
questioned whether the resident could construct a parking pad on his lot.  Mr. Jonnet stated that he can install an 
additional parking area so long as he meets the stormwater requirements.  Mr. Paravati questioned whether he 
was paving the parking pad.  Mr. Jonnet replied that he spoke with the engineer about pervious pavers.  Mr. 
Paravati asked whether the resident could leave the drop off he excavated.  Mr. Jonnet said he needed to review 
the entire plan as he just received it before the meeting started. 
 
-CD43 application is open but we really don’t have any ready to go projects at this time.  Also, we don’t have 
matching funds or have citizen surveys ready to go.  Glenn explained that example projects include handicapped 
sidewalks, infrastructure, recreation improvements.  If we submit, we have to perform a survey of the surrounding 
homes to gauge their financial status.  Often, we don’t meet the requirements because of our elevated household 
incomes.  In the last few years our household income has disqualified us from receiving funds. 
 
-Commissioner Frisoli asked Mr. Jonnet if he knew anything about the parcel located at Dorchester and Midland.  A 
fence was constructed around the property and she has been receiving phone calls about the property.  She asked 
Glenn if the sewage would have to be permitted by ALCOSAN?  Mr. Jonnet stated he did not know anything about 
the development but it’s likely PWSA and ALCOSAN would have to permit flow from that property.   
 
-Young Scholars-Mr. Jonnet is reviewing the current sewer module for volume requirements.  There is some 
question whether they need to resubmit for increased flow.  He feels they are under their current maximum 
threshold and will not exceed peak flow at current occupancy level. 
 
-Commissioner Frisoli noted SHACOG is planning an elected official training for MS4 requirements.  She’ll provide 
updates as they become available.  The manager noted that spot inspections by DEP officials are occurring 
throughout the region and we need to prepare when budgeting for 2017. 
 
-Mr. McDermott brought up the canopy project with Allegheny County.  Commissioner Frisoli stated we need 
clarity on reimbursement.  She does not want to proceed unless we get 100% reimbursement.  Mr. McDermott 
responded that he was under the impression that we can go up to $19,000 so long as we get phone quotes 
including an MWDBE.  The manager stated that we do not know what we can submit for reimbursement and 
whether all expenses will be reimbursed.  Allegheny County has just been asking whether we want to proceed and 
has not provided funding guidelines.   
 
Commissioner Frisoli stated we should consider a pop-up tent for use over back doors.  Commissioners Snyder and 
Allen responded that they did not want to spend any township money on this and we need to know 
reimbursement is guaranteed.  Mr. McDermott recommended we get three quotes from installers and then 
contact the county for next steps. 
 
Glenn stated that we need to extend the canopy out about eight feet into the parking lot and Commissioner 
Schuler agreed.  Glenn will work on three quotes for this design.   

  
 

~end of minutes~ 
 
 
Rob Zahorchak 
Township of Baldwin 


