
 

 

TOWNSHIP OF BALDWIN 
 10 Community Park Drive 

Pittsburgh, PA 15234 

 
 
 

MINUTES of the Pre-Agenda Meeting of the Township Commissioners 
Monday, August 24, 2015 

7:00 p.m. 
 
Roll Call: 
Roll call found Commissioners Frisoli, Paravati, Downey, Pellegrino & Snyder present.  Township manager Rob 
Zahorchak, solicitor Tom McDermott and engineer Glenn Jonnet were also present.  Chief of Police Terry O’Brien 
also attended. 
 
Points of Discussion: 
Commissioner Snyder asked Terry about the # of tickets issued over June and July-they were lower than prior 
months. Terry responded that vacations and his absence have worn down the men.  Officers have been working 12 
hour shifts back to back, 6-7 days/week.  One officer was in the hospital for two days for an undisclosed illness.   
 
Downey asked about the vehicle locator in the car w/ Data911.  Having this device turned on will prove that the 
men are doing things.  Terry and Rob explained that there have been some technological problems with the unit 
and the vendor is not responding to our issues.   
 
The VASCAR machine needs to be certified because the car has been in for service for three weeks.  
Commissioners Downey and Pellegrino both mentioned the idea of installing some signage or speed hump devices.    
 
Commissioner Frisoli reminded the board that the township nets about $12 for each traffic ticket.  Commissioner 
Pellegrino said he understood that but fears the day that someone runs the stop sign in front of his house and hits 
a kid on a bike riding out of the park.  That’s why we need to explore other speeding deterrents besides a police 
vehicle. 
 
Downey noted that in a few months we will have an additional officer for about a six month period and we’ll get to 
see how this officer helps control traffic.   
 
There being no further discussion, Chief O’Brien left the meeting. 
 
Manager’s Report:  
The manager informed the board that Republic Services is placing a dumpster for recycling at the township 
building in response to a few resident inquiries.  The company will keep the dumpster in place for six months or so 
and evaluate at that time.  The manager informed the board that a 47% rate increase would result from 
implementing residential curb side recycling.   
 
 
Solicitor’s Report: Commissioner Frisoli asked about the chicken on Donaldson Drive.  The solicitor advised that 
our ordinance doesn’t specifically forbid chickens.  It does require specific lot sizes and setbacks which in this case, 
the resident can meet.  The ordinance was written in a way that a handful of lots around the township technically 
meet the standards by a foot or two.  Therefore, the chickens are lawful. 



 
 
Engineer’s Report:   
The paving project has been pushed to September 15-17 or so, awaiting an update.   
 
The Charter School inspection has a number of problems.  The privacy fence is not constructed, no plantings in the 
rain garden, no grass, no stream remediation, no slope stabilization, no revised as-builts, and no permission given 
to substitute a bituminous wedge curb for the approved concrete curb.   
 
The solicitor reminded the board that the township cannot impede the school from opening on its first day with 
270 students.  Any additional number violates their conditional use, but 270 is perfectly legal. The engineer was of 
the opinion that none of these items constituted a true health and safety violation.  
 
The board entered executive session to discuss the conditional use application of the charter school.   
 
At the conclusion of the executive session, the board instructed the engineer and solicitor to forward the 
engineer’s inspection report, along with a memo reminding the school of their attendance requirements under the 
conditional use application to the school leaders.   
 
IT WAS UPON MOTION duly made by Pellegrino & seconded by Downey 
RESOLVED to adjourn the meeting. 
 

 
Rob Zahorchak 
Secretary/Manager 
Township of Baldwin 
 


