
 

 

TOWNSHIP OF BALDWIN 
 10 Community Park Drive 

Pittsburgh, PA 15234 

 
 
 

MINUTES of the Pre-Agenda Meeting of the Township Commissioners 
Monday, April 27, 2015 

7:00 p.m. 
 
 
Roll Call: 

 
Roll call found commissioners Downey, Frisoli, Paravati & Snyder present.  Commissioner Pellegrino arrived late.  
Also present were Township Manager Rob Zahorchak, Township Engineer Glenn Jonnet, and Solicitor Tom 
McDermott. 

 
At the previous pre agenda held on March 30, 2015, the Board of Commissioners entered an executive session to 
discuss a personnel matter in the police department. 
 
Points of Discussion: 
The manager summarized the presentation of Pam Amicarella at the previous public meeting on April 7, 2015.  The 
manager informed the board that a resident, Randy Balzer, has been cited for harassment by the police 
department.  He exposed himself to Ms. Amicarella while she was tending to the cats on Donaldson Drive.  Mr. 
McDermott reminded the board that this was the resident who was threatening to throw stray cats into his pool. 
 
This event occurred after Mr. Balzer was warned by the township manager to not harass Ms. Amicarella, do not 
interfere with her operation as she is allowed to conduct her TNR program by the commissioners.   
 
Because of the manager’s previous interaction with Mr. Balzer, the manager will be called as a witness at his 
magisterial hearing. 
 
The Commissioners were supportive of Officer Holmes’s swift response and action. 
 
The Commissioners moved into a discussion about an anonymous letter addressed to the board regarding the 
condition of the flower beds throughout the township.  The manager informed the board that the public works 
department is already moving to rehab the flower beds.  Dale has treated the flower beds with weed killer and 
Dave has secured free mulch from Mt. Lebanon Golf Course.  Securing summer help has proven difficult.  The 
board recommended advertising on the website or hiring a contractor temporarily.   
 
Commissioner Snyder pointed out that it snowed just the other day and our public works department is only two 
employees.  Other surrounding communities use volunteers to fix up their beds.   
 
The Commissioners agreed that the beds could wait until summer help starts.  

 
 
 



Manager’s Report: the manager provided his report.   
The manager briefed the board on the need to update the current non uniform pension plan document to be in 
compliance with new IRS regulations.  Resolution 3-2015 prepared by Jim Conley of Rhoads and Owen, LLC was 
presented to the board for their approval.  The solicitor stated that the resolution was true to form and 
Commissioner Frisoli could sign upon resolution.   
 
A motion was made by Pellegrino and seconded by Snyder authorizing the execution of resolution 3-2015, a 
resolution of Baldwin Township relative to the establishment and maintenance of Township employees pension, 
annuity, insurance, and benefit fund or funds, to amend certain provisions of the pension plan or program 
applicable to the non-police employees of said township to amend the plan to update the internal revenue code 
provisions. 

 
Solicitor’s Report: Tom gave his report.  He updated the board on a letter addressed to the board by 

Bernadette Perri’s attorney regarding code violations.  The letters are irrelevant to the ongoing code violations.  
Violators do not get to claim harassment for ongoing violations. The code enforcement officer should treat this as 
he would any other code matter. 
 
 
Engineer’s Report:  Glenn reported on his meeting with the Economic Development South Saw Mill Run watershed 
association.  PWSA is pushing integrated flow reduction targeting both sewer and storm flows.  PWSA wants all 
surrounding service areas to jump in and reduce their flows.  EDS has hired an engineering firm to identify pilot 
flow reduction projects and has targeted $16 million in grants to construct projects.   
 
The township has a number of potential project sites ripe for flow reduction.  We have in excess of 400,000 gallons 
of surplus capacity in our current retention basin that we can remove from Saw Mill Run.  Removing Highview from 
storm system and converting s small portion of Armstrong Park into a bioswale could remove an additional 
300,000 gallons.   
 
Glenn recommended we bring EDS out for a tour and show off these sites to help our chances of getting a pilot 
project.  He and the manager will coordinate a tour and scheduling.   
 
Glenn also noted a number of inflow and infiltration areas for remediation.  This data should be available in May at 
which time we can start creating flow reduction strategies and projects.  Aside from the Saw Mill Run pilot 
projects, we are still anticipating round two of the ACO requiring us to implement flow reduction.  These pilots fit 
in nicely.  Our CAP as required under the ACO will include these pilots, our feasibility study measures, and we 
should forego implementing additional reduction measures until absolutely necessary.  
 
Glenn transitioned to the charter school and paving program.  The paving of Newport is going to conflict with the 
site renovations at the charter school.  If the school cannot complete renovations before our paving is complete 
then the school will have to secure a bond for any damages to Newport.  It would be beneficial to the township to 
pave before school starts to avoid traffic problems but this is up to the contractor.   
 

 
~end of minutes~ 

 
Rob Zahorchak 
Township of Baldwin 


